
in a stirring TALE of 

Adventure, Treachery 

...and WAR! 
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■ WVTiAimr a fit night lot 

1 man nor beast," bruskly 
observed old Hoskins, night 
hangar man at the Boston Air- 
port. "That young scamp orter 
be stopped frum takin 1 a ship 
up." 

Hoskins had something there, 
all right. It was a wild, howling 
night with an off -ocean storm 
that had lashed the coast for 
five hours. The wind rattled 
around Hangar 2, shaking 
things as if in the grip of some 
mighty fist. No plane could find 
its way in such a night. 

"That's what you guys 
think!" chortled Jimmy Haynes, 
young test pilot for a large air- 
craft company., "Of course," he 

the big ship thundered into life 
for the warm-up, "I wouldn't 
be nuts enough to try flying in 
such weather unless — " He hes- ■ 
itated. "Unless I knew every- 
thing was gonna be all right" 
His hesitation was occasioned 
by the sharp glance cast his way 
by a high ranking army official 
who was supervising this dan- 
gerous night test 

Everything was all secrecy 
concerning the forthcoming 
flight. Army guards had been 
stationed around Hangar 2, and 
inside arountT a certain twin, 
cngined plane, for several days 
prior to the proposed flight. In- 
side the cabin of the ship there 
was a new, mysterious device. 
Years of experimentation by 
two nations had gone into this 
amazing instrument. Now it was 
ready for the initial test, 

The great day had come — 
«tW, tb> nijhtl 



The attendant trundled the 
gleaming plane out of the han- 
gar. Lightning flared bluish over 
the shiny aluminum body and 
hissed across the pitch-black 

Old Hoskins grumbled and 
scratched his stubble-covered 

"I don't like it, I don't," he 
muttered. "Seems like a decent 
youngster, too." Hoskins felt, 
and rightly, that Jimmy Haynes 
was flying to his doom. 

Haynes cracked the throttle. 
The 1500- horsepower engines 
blasted, and the ship leaped 
down the runway. Almost in- 
stantly it was invisible in th'e 
lashing storm. Those standing 
tense in the hangar doorway 
heard the giant ship lift and 
hurtle into the black night 
Beads of perspiration broke out 
on the Army official's forehead. 
What he wouldn't give to know 
that this test would be success- 
ful! 



n't!" he 



"It can't fail. It 
said to himself. 

The plane roared low over- 
head. Too low, it seemed to 
those listening. 

The operator in the control 
tower had Haynes constantly 
on the radio. "How does she 
look up there, Jimmy?" 

"What?" asked Jimmy. "Say, 
I can't see anything out there. 
It's blacker than the inside of 
an old hat!" 

"Better not get too low," ad- 
vised the operator. "Where ars 
you right now?" 

"Six hundred," «aid Jimmy. 



The operator again : "Well, 
circle two or three times more 
ape 1 come in, Jimmy. And good 
landing!" 

The plane roared in a wide 
circle about the field. After a 
few more circuits, Jimmy said 
into his transmitter, "Okay. 
Hold your hats, boys, I'm com- 
ing in!" 

The operator had Jimmy's 
conversation on t he public 
speaker system so that every- 
body on the field could hear. 
The army man shuddered as 
he heard Jimmy's words and 
then the big ship was coming 
down through the storm. Where 
would it land? MaybB crash 

Everyone stood, .transfixed, 
while the engines rumbled, then 
softened to gliding speed. Si- 
lence at last. Then dimly 
through the murk they could 
see the ship's searchlight. Jim- 
my was heading the plane to. 
ward the hangar. His voice 
came over the "pipe": "Every- 
thing's okay. She worked like 
a charm. Just kept her riding 
down on the three luminous 
dots!" 

Then Jimmy was tumbling 
out of the ship. The army man 
shook hands. 

"Boy," he said, "I never lived 
through such a few minutes!" 

"She worked terrific" Jim- 
my told him. "You really have 
something there, Major Corey. 
That's the greatest invention 
ever given to aircraft." 

Major Corey had a far-away . 
look in hi» eyes as the two itood 



in the shelter of the hangar 
doorway. "My boy," he stated 
at last, "if that device is half 
as good— just hall, mind you! 
—as we believe it is, we'll be 
the greatest military power on 
earth!" 

That was the first test made 
with Radar, war's newest and 
most lethal ray. Radar, the 
'"beam of death," 

Have you heard of it? It has 
been a closely guarded secret 
of the Army Signal Corps, Navy 
and civilian scientists. Now, 
however, the lid has been par- 
tially lifted because we know 
that the Axis is using a ver- 
sion o. Radar 

What is Radar? ' 

It is an invisible ray (ultra, 
high frequency) that knifes 
through darkness, fog, storm, 



loke i 



wfail 



of speed approaching 185,000 
miles a second — the speed of 
light! 

Sound travels at the compar- 
atively slow rate of .2, miles a 
second. Radar travels approxi- 
mately 930,000 times as fast! 

Purpose of the Radar ray: 

The ray stabs out across 
space and if it strikes an en- 
emy plane or warship fifty, 
100 or 500 miles away, the ray 
bounces back to its source. 
Electronic devices measure the 
time interval .in split-thou- 
sandths of a second. This shows 
exaclly how far away the en. 
emy object is. But the device 
also shows flow last the object 
is moving, and in what direction 
(or elevation, if it is a plane). 

Guriners, with these data at 
hand, need only to fire their 
weapons. They know just where 
the enemy object will be from 
the time the shell leaves the 
gun until it strikes the target 



MILITARY COMICS 

Who invented Radar? 

That is a question that will 
not be settled until victory is 
achieved. Generally speaking, 
the original idea is credited to 
a Scotch physicist named Sir 
Robert A. Watson-Watt. How- 
ever, back in 1887, in Karls- 
ruhe, Germany, Heinrich Hertz 
was experimenting with ultra- 
high frequency waves. The 
British did considerable of the 
foundation research on Radar. 

Radar saved England from 
invasion when Nazi bombers 
ripped across the skies in the 
summer of 1940. -Radar could 
have saved Pearl Harbor. . . . 

Long before the Jap zeros 
struck their foul blow, on the 
morning of Decvember 7, 1943, 
American Army officials had re- 
ceived operational instructions 
from the British They had ac- 
tually installed radar equip- 
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An hour before the Nips be- 
gan their air raid on Diamond 
Head, a young Signal Corps 
private named Joseph Lock- 
ard was ranging a radar device. 
He was not on active duty, No- 
body was. He was merely get- 
ting in a little experience with 
the new, mysterious gadget. 
Suddenly he caught the unmis- 
takable sound of a '■large 
flight of unidentified planes 
slightly north and east of 
Oahu." 

Lockard was amazed. He 
thought he must be hearing 
things. He experimented with 
the indicators, thinking there 
might be something wrong with 
the device. But the sound re- 
mained, growing nearer. He 
rushed to his commanding of- 
ficer and reported the astonish- 
ing incident. The C. O. laugh- 
ingly shrugged it off, laying the 
whole thing to a rata of jitter* 



Fifty minutes later Pearl 
Harbor was a flaming shambles, 
Two thousand people had met 
their death. Several battleships 
had gone to the bottom of the 
harhor, Many aircraft had ( been 
blasted to bits on the field. 



Radar had perfor 






that would show pilots just how 
far above the terrain they were 
and how far away from fog- 
bound mountain peaks. Of 
course, they had an altimeter, 
but it was an unreliable prcs. 
sure gadget that played many 
tragic tricks. It showed the pi. 
lot how high he was above sea 
level, not how high he wis 
above tha highest point on the 
terrain below. lie had to know 
. exactly the topography of the 
region over which he was (lying 
in order to calculate how high 
he was above the highest point 
immediately below, An impos- 
sible task, 

Radar supplies a "true" alti- 
meter But il doing many other 
amazing things. Aboard 



ship, 



very 
sible 

searchlight lingering the night 
seas in search of enemy craft 
and surfaced subs. It is helping 
convoys in countless ways and 
reducing the hazards of ship- 
ping. 



Since 



when 



wizards and alchemy were in 
vogue, man has sought to find 
a way to make gold, and also 
a lethal ray that would detect 
an enemy before human ears 
or eyes could hear or see him 
Man has found that ray! 
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Reported Exclusively 
tor this Madaxiue 
hy our Acb 
Correspondent 



This is an actual story based upon inside facts gathered from U.S.N. Information Bureaus 
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In one of the bitterest con- 
voy battles of this war, the 
United States Coast Guard 
Cutter Campbell, under 
Commander James Hirsh- 
field, blasted five German 
submarines and rammed 
a sixth in a twenty-four 
hour fight in the Atlantic. 
The Campbell is the last 
word in cutters and prac- 
tically a cousin to the de- 
stroyer. Time and time 
again since Pearl Harbor. 
this scrappy terrier of a 
ship ha.8 given many of 
Hitler's U-Boals a taste of 
her gunfire and ashcans. 
ft is a Coast Guard dis- 
tinction to be known as 
a "Campbell Man." 
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Cover Credits: 
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Editor: George Brenner 

Issues in this series have been indexed by: 

Lou Mougin . 

Stories/features: 

1. Wang the Tiger 
Feature: Blackhawk 

2. [The Trojan Fish] 
Feature: Death Patrol 

3. [The Return of Suratai] 
Feature: Sniper 

4. humor filler 

Feature: Johnny Doughboy 

5. Girl Wanted 
Feature: Private Dogtag 

6. [The Derelict's Curse] 
Feature: P.T. Boat 

7. Death Rides a Ray 
Feature: text story 

8. [The Flying Parson] 
Feature: Atlantic Patrol 

9. Coast Guard Cutter Battles Six U-Boats 
Feature: Secret War News 
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Wang the Tiger 
(Sequence 1 , 15 pages ) 
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Feature Story: Blackhawk 

Credits: 

Bill Woolfolk? (Script), John Cassone (Pencils), Alex Kotzky (Inks), 

Genre: adventure; war 

Indexer notes: 

title from cover; I: Wang the Tiger (Mandarin Wang) 



[The Trojan Fish] 
(Sequence 2 , 4 pages ) 
Feature Story: Death Patrol 



Credits: 

Al Stahl (Script), Al Stahl (Pencils), Al Stahl (Inks), 

Genre: war; aviation; humor 



[The Return of Suratai] 
(Sequence 3 , 8 pages ) 
Feature Story: Sniper 



Credits: 

Ted Udall (Script), Vernon Henkel (Pencils), Vernon Henkel (Inks), 

Genre: war; adventure 

Indexer notes: 

"V: Suratai, Hirohito; I: Oku-Sama (D; daughter of Suratai), Pvt. Hirota (D)" 



humor filler 

(Sequence 4 , 1 page ) 

Feature Story: Johnny Doughboy 



Credits: 

Bernard Dibble (Script), Bernard Dibble (Pencils), Bernard Dibble (Inks), 

Genre: gag 



Girl Wanted 
(Sequence 5 , 9 pages ) 
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Feature Story: Private Dogtag 

Credits: 

Bart Tumey (Script), Bart Tumey (Pencils), Bart Tumey (Inks), 

Genre: humor 

Indexer notes: 
V: Adolf Hitler 



[The Derelict's Curse] 
(Sequence 6 , 9 pages ) 
Feature Story: P.T. Boat 



Genre: war; navy 



Death Rides a Ray 
(Sequence 7 , 2 pages ) 
Feature Story: text story 



Credits: 

? (Script), typeset (Letters). 



[The Flying Parson] 
(Sequence 8 , 1 page ) 
Feature Story: Atlantic Patrol 



Credits: 

Fred Guardineer (Script), Fred Guardineer (Pencils), Fred Guardineer (Inks), 



Genre: war; navy 



Coast Guard Cutter Battles Six U-Boats 
(Sequence 9 , 7 pages ) 
Feature Story: Secret War News 



Credits: 

Fred Guardineer (Script), Fred Guardineer (Pencils), Fred Guardineer (Inks), 

Genre: war; true 
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Indexer notes: 
true story 
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